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CLIFFORD  P.  MacCALLA. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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QUARTERLY  COMMUNICATION. 

Held  at  Philadelphia,  June  1,  A.D.  1S92,  A.L.  6892. 


The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Brother  J. 
Simpson  Africa,  addressed  the  Grand  Lodge  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

Brethren : 

In  the  month  of  February  last,  our  highly  esteemed 
brother,  Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  Clif¬ 
ford  P.  MacCalla,  left  this  city  for  a  tour  of  the 
countries  of  the  Orient. 

He  stood  upon  the  summit  of  the  great  pyramid,  com¬ 
muned  with  Masonic  brethren  in  ancient  Cairo,  visited 
Jericho,  Jerusalem,  and  other  cities  of  the  Holy  Land, 
viewed  the  substructions  of  Solomon’s  Temple,  and 
explored  the  quarries  from  whence  the  stones  for  the 
building  of  the  Temple  were  taken. 

On  the  25th  of  March  he  began  a  letter  to  me  at 
Jericho,  to  which  two  postscripts  were  added’  at  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  one  on  the  27tli  and  the  other  on  the  29th.  That 
letter  briefly  but  eloquently  describes  the  various  places 
of  interest  he  visited,  from  Cairo  down  to  the  last  date 
mentioned.  Full  of  fraternal  love  and  with  bright 
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hopes  for  the  future,  he  requested  me  to  present  his 
kindest  regards  to  officers  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and 
added,  “  I  trust  you  are  all  enjoying  excellent  health, 
and  that  I  shall  myself  return  to  find  no  vacant  places 
or  absent  faces.” 

That  letter  was  mailed  at  Jerusalem,  March  30,  and 
was  received  here  April  17.  On  the  21st  of  April, 
Brother  MacCalla,  very  ill  from  malarial  fever  and  con¬ 
gestion  of  the  lungs,  was  taken  from  the  steamer  “  Tyre,” 
at  Port  Said,  Egypt,  and  conveyed  to  the  British  hospital 
there.  He  received  the  best  medical  attention  and  the 
most  careful  nursing,  but  the  vital  spark  fled  about  noon 
on  Sunday,  the  24th.  The  next  day  the  body  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  grave.  The  funeral  was  attended  by  the 
United  States  Consular  Agent,  his  staff,  and  members 
of  the  Masonic  Lodge  at  that  city.  The  religious  exer¬ 
cises  were  conducted  by  Bev.  F.  W.  A.  Strong,  English 
chaplain.  On  the  evening  of  the  24th  a  meeting  of 
Lataif  Lodge  was  held  in  Cairo,  at  which  the  usual  cere¬ 
monies  in  honor  of  the  dead  were  gone  through  with. 

At  the  request  of  Brother  MacCalla’s  family,  and  on 
behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  I  made  arrangements  for 
the  embalming  of  the  body,  and  having  it  sent  to  Phila- 
deljDliia.  It  is  now  in  London,  and  will  be  shipped 
thence,  to-day  or  to-morrow,  on  the  steamer  “  Montana,” 
bound  for  this  port. 

The  kind  attention  shown  Past  Grand  Master  Mac¬ 
Calla  during  the  closing  hours  of  his  life,  the  respect 
paid  his  memory  after  death,  the  prompt  and  courteous 
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response  to  the  request  made  for  the  embalming  of  his 
body,  and  its  shipment  to  this  country  by  the  United 
States  officials,  Masonic  Brethren,  and  other  friends  in 
distant  Egypt,  elicit  our  warmest  gratitude.  The  names 
of  many  of  those  who  participated  in  these  fraternal  offices 
are  unknown  to  us.  To  the  Assistant  Secretary  of  State, 
Ho x.  William  F.  Wharton;  R.  Broadbext,  United 
States  Consular  Agent  at  Port  Said ;  and  Brother 
Shaheen  Makarius,  Chairman  of  Lataif  Lodge  at 
Cairo,  whose  services  I  invoked,  as  well  as  to  our  Brethren 
at  Port  Said  and  Cairo,  we  are  sjiecially  indebted,  and  I 
took  occasion  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  Grand  Lodge  to 
express  to  them  our  high  appreciation  of  the  valuable 
services  so  promptly  and  freely  rendered  by  them. 

I  deemed  it  fitting  that  the  Grand  Lodge  should,  at 
this  Communication,  take  action  in  honoring  the  memory 
of  our  deceased  Brother,  and,  accordingly,  I  requested 
Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  Vaux,  the  oldest 
surviving  Past  Grand  Master  of  this  jurisdiction,  to  pro¬ 
nounce  a  eulogw  on  the  deceased.  He  consented  to  do 
so,  and  I  now  take  pleasure  in  introducing  him  to  you. 

THE  EULOGY. 

Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  Rich¬ 
ard  Yaux  said : 

“Leaves  have  their  time  to  fall, 

And  flowers  to  wither  at  the  north  wind’s  breath, 

And  stars  to  set,  but  all, — 

Thou  hast  all  seasons  for  thine  own,  0  Death  !” 
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In  Egypt — the  land  of  our  mysteries;  the  source  of 
philosophy  esoterically  taught ;  under  the  shadows  of 
whose  pyramids  and  obelisks  Moses  was  a  pupil  and 
Plato  a  student ;  where  the  Sphinx  solved  riddles  and 
papyri  embodied  history,  and  sepulchres  entombed 
Pharaohs,  whose  dynasties,  for  thousands  of  years,  are 
attested ;  where  the  mystic  rites  of  Isis  and  Osiris  have 
been  solemnized,  and  where  Divinity  in  human  form 
dwelt  among  men — in  that  land  the  spirit  of  Clifford 
P.  MacCalla,  Past  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  Freemasons  of  Pennsylvania,  entered  through  the 
veil  into  eternity. 

t/ 

On  the  5th  of  February,  of  this  year,  our  Past  Grand 
Master  left  his  home  for  a  journey  into  the  classic  lands 
of  the  East. 

It  was  not  the  lust  of  curiosity,  or  the  pleasure  of 
travel,  or  the  occupation  of  idle  time  that  thus  sought 
sustentation.  Father  was  it  the  insatiate  desire  to  learn 
by  observation  what  was  to  be  known  of  the  growth  of 
knowledge  among  peoples  from  whom  have  come  the 
alphabets  of  science  and  the  sign  history  of  our  race. 

Brother  MacCalla  was  deeply  interested  in  the  tra¬ 
ditions  and  symbology  of  Freemasonry.  These  underlie 
the  truths  and  the  esoteric  teachings  of  the  mysteries  of 
Masonry.  To  comprehend  them,  it  needs  be  that  a 
study  of  the  existing  history  of  those,  who  from  the 
earliest  of  days  constituted  the  possessors  of  this 
knowledge,  is  in  some  sort  an  archaeological  obligation. 
Therefore  the  earnest  and  enlightened  student  is  in- 
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spired  to  visit  the  sites,  the  sepulchres,  the  tombs,  where 
what  remains  of  this  history  is  found  in  hierographic 
and  symbolic  records. 

The  massive  architecture  and  wonderful  structures 
which  were  erected  thousands  of  years  ago  yet  create 
an  intense  interest  in  the  scholars.  They  are  seeking 
to  know. 

Brother  MacCalla  was  deeply  impressed  with  a  de¬ 
sire  to  investigate,  explore,  examine,  and  consult  the 
depositories  of  this  learning  and  the  store  of  this 
knowledge. 

He  had  devoted  time  and  zeal  in  efforts  to  acquire  all 
the  knowable  information  from  books,  and  felt  that  it 
was  needful  to  go  further,  and  by  personal  contact  and 
association  examine  these  silent  teachers. 

The  more  he  read  the  learned  authors  of  disquisitions 
and  explanations,  the  more  his  ardor  was  intensified  for 
fuller  investigation,  and  the  more  he  sought  actual 
examination  of  the  sources  these  authorities  had  cited. 

The  evidence  which  ages  had  stored,  and  time  had 
buried,  and  science  had  resurrected,  was  even  now  call¬ 
ing  out  of  the  earth  to  be  heard  by  the  investigators  of 
the  present  century,  though  silent  it  had  been  for  thou¬ 
sands  of  years. 

To  restrain  the  impulse  prompted  by  such  incentives 
was  unavailing. 

Full  of  life,  hope,  and  the  exciting  anticipation  of 
the  rewards  the  undertaking  promised,  our  Brother  set 
out  on  his  journey. 
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The  parting  from  his  Masonic  Brethren  was  made 
joyous  by  their  love  and  respect,  in  the  happiest  mani¬ 
festations. 

His  salutations  to  them  as  he  pursued  his  journey 
contain  charming  as  well  as  instructive  lessons  for  the 
intelligent  and  thoughtful  Mason. 

Who  can  fail  to  be  instructed  by  the  perusal  of  his 
letters,  received  since  he  began  his  travels  ?  They  are 
now  legacies  to  the  Fraternity  of  Freemasons. 

Who  can  fail  to  be  impressed  with  the  large  capacity, 
cultivated  taste,  learning,  and  the  reflections  that  his 
journey  evoked,  and  with  which  he  has  embellished  his 
epistles  to  our  Craft  ? 

He  revelled  in  the  associations  connected  with  the 
visits  to  the  seats  of  learning,  the  scholastic  wealth  of 
Egypt  and  Greece,  the  place  where  St.  Mark  preached, 
and  Athanasius  carried  on  his  warfare  with  the  world, 
where  Cleopatra  toyed  with  Antony  and  Csesar,  where 
the  Moslems  prayed  with  their  faces  towards  Mecca;  with 
the  Egyptian  antiquities  in  the  Gizeh  collection;  among 
the  mummies  of  the  Pharaohs,  who  reigned  thousands  of 
years  before  the  Christian  era ;  at  the  pyramids,  built 
five  thousand  years  ago ;  at  Heliopolis,  the  sole  relic  of 
the  ancient  City  of  the  Sun,  the  Biblical  On,  and  at  the 
site  of  the  celebrations  of  the  Osirian  mysteries. 

And  then  to  visit  the  Holy  Land,  and  the  shrines  of 
the  greatest  mysteries,  and  where  the  Crusades  glorified 
Faith  and  canonized  Obedience. 

To  a  Masonic  student,  like  Brother  MacCalla,  who 
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had  analyzed  the  traditions,  the  mysteries  and  Land¬ 
marks,  and  the  law  of  Masonry,  all  this  was  a  reve¬ 
lation. 

This  notice  we  have  ever  so  briefly  made  of  his  im¬ 
pressions  and  reflections  shows  how  he  enjoyed  the 
opportunities  his  travels  afforded  him. 

They  evince  a  familiarity  with  what  his  observations 
have  tended  to  make  authoritative  in  their  relations  to 
the  traditions  of  the  birth  of  Freemasonry. 

The  sign-writing,  the  hierographics,  the  picture- 
writing,  the  records  of  the  papyri,  the  skeletons  of  the 
formative  accretions  of  the  ritual  work  of  the  great 
mysteries,  are  contributions  from  this  history  of  that 
race  of  men  to  which  the  world  is  so  deeply  indebted. 

So  we  sketch  in  brief — oh,  how  briefly  ! — the  work  of 
the  last  days  of  our  Brother’s  life, — days  spent  in  a 
land  nearer  the  sunrise,  far  from  his  home,  liis  friends, 
and  his  Brethren  of  the  Craft. 

To  the  Masonic  heart  these  records  of  his  labors  come 
in  the  language  of  devotion  to  Freemasonry  ;  to  the 
Masonic  mind,  with  the  highest  incentives  to  adhere  to 
the  faith  of  our  Fraternity  ;  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  in 
which  he  was  a  sign  and  an  example,  a  message  ex¬ 
horting  unyielding  support  and  maintenance  of  the  tra¬ 
ditions  and  Landmarks  as  they  have  been  received  from 
the  aforetime. 

May  we  not  read  in  these  records  of  his  thoughts  and 
feelings  a  grateful,  an  unqualified,  acknowledgment  of 
the  honors  bestowed  upon  him  by  his  Brethren  ? 
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The  sincere,  thoughtful  Mason  will  recognize  the  en¬ 
lightened  and  modest  service  rendered  to  the  Brother¬ 
hood  of  our  ancient  and  honorable  Fraternity. 

His  death  at  Port  Said,  in  Egypt,  April  24,  1892, 

came  to  him  in  a  land  of  strangers.  The  spoken  tongue 

of  its  people  was  unintelligible.  The  message  of  his 

ended  days  was  sent  under  the  sea  to  his  family  at  home. 

It  was  not  to  be  told  to  idle  and  indifferent  hearers. 

The  waves  of  the  ocean  kept  it  secret  till  it  was  known 

to  his  Brethren.  Those  who  were  initiated  with  him 

into  the  mvsteries  were  first  to  learn  that  their  Brother 
«/ 

had  begun  his  other  journey  through  the  greater  mystery 
of  death,  into  the  light  and  glory  of  the  endless  life. 

But  the  cloud  of  gloom  that  overspread  the  hearts  of 
his  survivors  had  on  it  the  sign  of  God’s  promise,  in 
golden  hues. 

By  this  sign  Jehovah  spake  to  the  world,  I  will  make 
a  covenant  with  man  that  there  shall  be  no  more  death. 

My  dear  Brethren,  let  us  introvert  our  thoughts,  and 
in  spirit  gather  at  the  altar  of  a  Lodge  of  which  silence 
is  a  lesson. 

Deep  sorrow  weeps,  but  sad  griefs  dumb. 

Our  Grand  Lodge  has  been  visited  by  a  real  bereave¬ 
ment.  It  can  best  prove  that  it  sensibly  feels  its  loss  in 
the  death  of  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  MacCalla  by 
emphasizing  his  services  to  the  Craft,  his  able  admin¬ 
istration  of  the  business  of  Grand  Lodge,  his  fidelity 
to  the  Landmarks  of  Freemasonry,  and  the  wise  per- 
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formance  of  the  duties  devolved  on  him,  by  its  repeated 
confidence  and  commendation. 

Clifford  P.  MacCalla  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
on  the  1 1th  of  June,  1837. 

His  scholastic  tuition  was  sufficient  to  develop  his 
taste  for  polite  literature,  and,  indeed,  a  love  for  belles 
lettres.  His  delight  was  among  his  books  and  the  work 
of  his  pen.  These  tastes  grew,  and,  seeking  to  develop 
them  and  cultivate  their  growth,  he  became  proficient 
in  this  branch  of  study. 

He  was  admitted  to  the  Philadelphia  Bar,  and  the 
practice  of  this  profession  not  occupying  all  of  his  time, 
he  devoted  much  of  it  to  literary  occupations.  Many 
attractive  papers  and  scholarly  works  are  witnesses  to 
his  ability,  attested  by  his  ornate  style  of  composition. 

His  annual  addresses  to  the  Grand  Lodge  at  its  annual 
Communications,  the  lectures  he  delivered  on  Masonic 
subjects  to  subordinate  Lodges  and  on  Masonic  occa¬ 
sions,  reflect  the  characteristics  of  his  mind. 

A  very  learned  author  has  lately  said,  “  To  teach 
people  how  to  think  is  perhaps  the  highest  end  of 
education;  and  to  learn  to  think,  the  most  difficult 
thing  a  man  is  ever  called  on  to  do.”  We  believe  our 
departed  Brother  has  shown  that  he  made  advances  in 
this  art.  It  is  a  rare  attainment.  It  is  not  always 
found  among  the  members  of  the  commonwealth  of  pre¬ 
tentious  professors  of  science,  or  philosophy,  or  history. 

On  the  12th  of  February,  1869,  he  was  initiated  into 
Freemasonry  by  Concordia  Lodge,  No.  67 ;  on  March 
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12,  1869,  he  was  Crafted ;  on  the  9th  of  April,  1869,  he 
was  Raised  to  the  sublime  degree  of  a  Master  Mason. 
He  was  elected  Junior  Warden  of  his  Lodge  in  1873; 
one  year  thereafter  he  was  elected  Senior  Warden,  and 
in  1875  he  was  elected  Worshipful  Master. 

The  period  between  his  election  as  Junior  Warden 
and  the  end  of  his  service  as  Worshipful  Master  enabled 
the  members  of  Concordia  Lodge  to  estimate  and  appre¬ 
ciate  his  abilities.  In  1877  he  was  therefore  elected 
Secretary  of  the  Lodge,  and  so  continued  till  1888. 

Thus  our  Brother  began  his  Masonic  life  in  dis¬ 
charging  Masonic  duties  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  Lodge 
membership.  Naturally  the  notice  of  the  members  of 
Grand  Lodge  was  attracted  to  the  character  and  capacity 
of  Brother  MacCalla.  He  had  well  performed  his 
official  duties.  He  had  manifested  a  capacity  for 
Masonic  work.  He  showed  capabilities  that  were 
needed. 

In  1882  Grand  Lodge  elected  him  Junior  Grand 
Warden,  and  in  1884  advanced  him  to  the  station  of 
the  Senior  Grand  Warden.  In  1886  he  was  elected 
Deputy  Grand  Master,  and  in  1888  he  was  elected  B. 
W.  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  served  till 
the  end  of  the  Masonic  year  1890. 

These  periods  enabled  the  Grand  Lodge  to  compre¬ 
hend  the  qualities  which  made  his  administration  as 
Grand  Master  so  conspicuously  able  and  effective.  He 
understood  the  principles  of  jurisprudence  which  kept 
alive  and  in  vigorous  action  the  faith  in  the  eternal 


Landmarks  of  Freemasonry.  His  Masonic  convictions 
in  support  and  defence  of  these  principles  were  always 
expressed  with  a  modesty  and  forbearance  that  gave  to 
his  deliberate  opinions  an  effective  force.  On  his  retire¬ 
ment  from  the  Oriental  Chair  he  was  appointed  on  the 
Committee  of  Appeals. 

The  duties  of  this  Committee  are  of  high  responsi¬ 
bility.  It  is  charged  with  the  application  of  Masonic 
laws  prescribed  for  questions  that  subordinate  Lodges 
have  first  to  consider  and  decide,  on  cases  within  their 
jurisdiction.  This  Committee  has  to  interpret  the  fun¬ 
damental  written  and  unwritten  laws,  the  usages,  cus¬ 
toms,  and  Landmarks,  and  the  provisions  of  the  Ahiman 
Rezon.  Brother  MacCalla  was  eminently  equipped 
for  the  discharge  of  these  duties.  From  December, 
1876,  to  1882,  Brother  MacCalla  was  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence.  On  December  27,  1880, 
he  was  appointed  a  Trustee  of  the  Masonic  Temple. 
In  1889  he  became  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Thomas  B.  Patton  Memorial  Fund.  At  the 
organization  of  the  Masonic  Art  Association,  in  1887, 
he  was  elected  its  President.  The  ornamentation  of  the 
rooms  of  our  Temple  originating  in  this  Association, 
and  by  it  thus  far  advanced  to  completion,  proved  the 
value  of  this  auxiliary  Masonic  agency  for  teaching  the 
Craft  Masonic  lessons  of  ennobling  influence  on  the 
Masonic  character.  So  that  on  each  line  of  effort  for 
the  assertion  of  the  inherent  faculties  of  Freemasonry, 
and  their  development,  our  departed  Brother  has  made 
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large  and  valuable  contributions.  He  used  with  skill 
the  tools  of  the  enlightened  Masonic  workman.  It  is 
worthy  of  the  thought,  here  parenthetically  suggested, 
my  dear  Brethren,  if  we  should  not  encourage  among 
the  Craft  an  intellectual  study  of  our  work,  jurispru¬ 
dence,  and  ritual.  Physical  Masonry  is  an  object  les¬ 
son.  All  its  teachings  are  but  the  outcome  of  a  phi¬ 
losophy  but  rarely  comprehended.  The  human  body  is 
described  by  the  science  of  anatomy.  It  is  material, 
only  a  structure,  or  a  form,  a  natural  body.  But  the 
body  without  the  mind,  and  soul,  and  spirit,  is  an  incom¬ 
plete  representation  of  the  constituents  of  man.  It  is 
the  outside  cover.  The  physical  work  of  the  Lodge  is 
like  unto  this  natural  body. 

But  we  are  engrossed  now  in  mourning  the  death  of 
our  Past  Grand  Master.  We  believe  he  has  been  raised 
up  out  of  association  here  with  us  who  survive  him,  to 
a  sphere  in  which  communion  is  circumscribed  to  the 
fellowship  within  that  “  great  multitude  which  no  man 
could  number.” 

The  degree  of  his  joy  in  that  eternal  day  we  cannot 
know  now.  Faith  will  not  leave  us  ignorant  of  the  way 
he  travelled.  It  is  open  to  those  who  seek  and  who 
shall  find,  who  ask  and  who  shall  receive,  who  knock 
and  the  door  of  entrance  is  ajar. 

There,  in  peace  before  the  Great  White  Throne,  as 
Holy  St.  John  has  recorded,  to  whose  memory  so  many 
of  our  Lodges  are  dedicated,  will  be  heard  that  song  of 
rejoicing,  “  Blessing,  and  glory,  and  wisdom,  and  thanks- 
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giving,  and  honor,  and  power,  and  might  be  unto  our 
God  forever  and  ever.  Amen.” 

Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  Brother 
Joseph  Eichbatjm  offered  the  following : 

The  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  having  an¬ 
nounced  the  death  of  Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand 
Master  Brother  Clifford  P.  MacCalla,  the  Grand 
Lodge,  deeply  impressed  with  the  great  loss  it  has 
sustained  by  the  decease  of  its  Past  Grand  Master, 
whose  Masonic  life,  Masonic  labors,  and  Masonic  intel¬ 
ligence  signalized  his  administration  as  Grand  Master, 
feels  it  to  be  a  just  tribute  to  his  memory  to  announce 
to  the  Craft  its  appreciation  of  his  character  and  the 
recognition  of  the  loss  it  lias  sustained  in  his  untimely 
death. 

Regarding  his  administration  as  Grand  Master  as 
replete  with  the  inculcation  of  the  soundest  of  Masonic 
principles,  and  his  devotion  to  the  essential  and  in¬ 
herent  principles  of  Freemasonry  as  understood  by 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  the  Grand  Lodge 
places  on  record  its  appreciation  of  the  loss  the  Craft 
of  Pennsylvania  has  sustained  by  his  death. 

Requiescat  in  pace. 

Which  was  ordered  to  be  entered  in  the  minutes. 

Right  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  Brother 
Robert  A.  Lamberton  said : 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master :  With  one  mind  we 
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approve  what  you  have  done  so  well  for  what  is  left  to 
us  of  the  mortal  part  of  our  departed  Brother  since  the 
sad  word  came  that  he  had  gone  to  rest.  We  thank 
you. 

A  prince  and  a  leader  has  fallen.  In  every  station 
to  which  we  called  him  he  was  an  honored  and 
faithful  officer.  We  know  how  strong  and  clear  and 
wise  he  was  as  Grand  Master,  and  how  careful  and 
jealous  he  was  in  guarding  the  Landmarks.  He  was  an 
earnest  and  diligent  student,  and  a  scholar  in  Free¬ 
masonry.  His  loss  is  a  grievous  one  to  this  Grand 
Lodge,  and  to  all  Freemasons  within  her  borders. 
Well  may  we  mourn  for  ourselves,  not  for  him.  We 
believe  it  is  well  with  him. 

While  our  grateful  acknowledgments  are  due  to  you, 
Bight  Worshipful  Sir,  and  to  relieve  you  from  all 
pecuniary  responsibility,  I  offer  the  following : 

Resolved ,  That  the  prompt  and  fraternal  action  of  the  Grand 
Master  in  regard  to  having  the  remains  brought  home  be  en¬ 
dorsed,  and  the  thanks  of  Grand  Lodge  are  tendered  him  for 
his  wise  action,  and  he  is  authorized  out  of  its  funds  to  defray 
all  expenses  incidental  thereto. 

Which  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  Bight  Worshipful  Grand  Master  introduced 
Most  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  Bobert 
M.  Moore,  of  New  Jersey,  who  said : 

Bight  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  and  you,  my  beloved 
Brethren  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  : 
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I  came  here  to-night  on  invitation  of  your  Grand 
Master.  I  came  to  express  by  my  presence  the  feelings 
of  love  and  respect  in  which  I  hold  the  memory  of  your 
beloved  Past  Grand  Master  MacCalla.  I  did  not  expect 
to  be  called  upon  to  say  anything,  and  after  listening 
to  the  beautiful  and  impressive  eulogium  pronounced 
by  our  beloved  Brother  Vaux,  I  feel  that  for  me  to 
attempt  anything  further  in  the  way  of  eulogy  would  be 
like  trying  “  to  add  whiteness  to  the  lily  or  perfume  to 
the  rose.” 

Bight  Worshipful  Brother  Lamberton  alluded  to  the 
great  loss  which  has  befallen  this  Grand  Lodge  in  the 
death  of  Past  Grand  Master  MacCalla,  one  who  was 
“  a  prince  and  a  leader  among  you  permit  me  to  add 
that  not  only  is  Pennsylvania  bereaved,  but  we  of  New 
Jersey  are  bereaved  also, — bereaved  of  one  who  always 
proved  himself  our  friend ;  one  in  whom  we  all 
believed ;  whom  we  ever  delighted  to  welcome  to  our 
Lodges  and  to  our  Grand  Lodge,  and  to  whose  words  of 
loving  fraternal  instruction  we  were  always  glad  to  take 
heed.  But  not  only  are  Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey 
bereaved,  the  Craft  throughout  this  broad  land  has  suf¬ 
fered  an  almost  irreparable  loss,  for  in  the  fulness  of 
his  powers,  in  the  meridian  of  his  Masonic  manhood, 
at — I  was  going  to  say — the  culmination  of  his  intel¬ 
lectuality,  and  just  at  the  time  when  it  seemed  to  me  he 
was  the  best  equipped  to  do  his  best  and  most  influential 
work,  he  has  been  taken  from  us.  Who  of  you  that 

have  read  his  letter  from  Athens,  and  that  from 
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Damascus,  but  will  say  these  two,  among  his  latest,  were 
also  among  his  best? 

Of  late  years  there  have  arisen  some  among  us  who 
take  a  rather  superficial  view  of  Masonic  meaning  and 
requirement ;  who  would  make  of  our  beloved  Fraternity 
a  something  only  a  step  removed  from  the  health  in¬ 
surance  or  life  insurance  orders  of  the  day,  of  which 
we  have  so  many,  and  in  so  many  differing  forms.  To 
Brother  MacCalla  Ancient  Craft  Masonry  was  a 
unique  institution,  coming  to  us  out  of  the  dim  past, 
with  the  marks  of  an  antiquity  almost  beyond  our  com¬ 
prehension  upon  it,  and  to  him  (a  careful  student  of  his¬ 
tory)  leaving  its  marks  in  its  own  mysterious  way  upon 
the  life  and  the  history  of  the  generations  of  the  long 
ago.  Standing  as  he  did  in  the  “  old  ways,’7  walking 
as  he  did  in  the  old  paths,  the  requirements  of  its  ancient 
custom,  usage,  and  landmarks  was  as  irrevocable  law, 
and  suited  (as  it  always  proved  to  be)  to  every  age 
and  condition  alike ;  old — yes,  but  ever  young,  because 
always  appealing  to  the  best,  the  noblest,  the  truest,  the 
God-given  in  man.  In  teaching  thus,  teaching  it  in 
the  masterly  way  he  did,  with  life,  and  voice,  and  pen, 
he  reached  the  Masonic  heart,  which  always  has 
and  always  will  beat  true  to  Masonic  teaching,  thus 
proving  himself  a  breakwater  against  which  the  waves 
of  superficialism,  utilitarianism,  and  latitudinarianism 
dashed  in  vain.  The  Craft  everywhere  owe  much, 
very  much,  to  him,  and  I  fondly  believe  that  though 
the  working  tools  of  the  here  have  fallen  from  his 


hands,  the  work  will  go  on,  for  his  example,  his  teach¬ 
ing,  cannot,  will  not,  be  forgotten. 

My  personal  relations  with  Brother  MacCalla  were 
to  me  peculiarly  pleasant.  I  enjoyed  his  personal  and 
Masonic  companionship  very  much.  I  feasted  with 
him  at  many  a  Masonic  intellectual  banquet,  or  rather 
I  feasted  myself  upon  his  Masonic  intellectuality.  I  en¬ 
joyed  his  editorials  and  letters  in  the  Keystone  very  much, 
and  whenever  there  was  a  peculiarly  good  one,  I  loved  to 
tell  him  of  it,  for  I  don't  believe  in  waiting  until  a  man 
is  dead  to  signify  my  appreciation  of  his  worth.  About 
a  year  ago,  in  one  of  his  letters  to  me,  he  said,  “  there 
is  no  bond  like  the  Masonic  bond,”  and  I  find  this 
true.  Where  it  truly  exists,  it  is  the  strongest  bond 
on  earth  ;  stronger  sometimes — yes,  often — than  the 
brotherhood  of  blood,  outlasting  time,  reaching  into 
eternity,  affected  not  by  distance  or  circumstance, 
always  in  love  preferring  one  another,  and  is  best  ex¬ 
pressed  in  those  sacred  points  of  fellowship  the  number 
of  which  only  Masons  know.  Such  was  the  bond  which 
bound  me  to  Brother  MacCalla  in  his  mortal  life,  such 
is  the  bond  which  binds  my  affection  to  his  memory 
now. 

A  few  weeks  since  I  had  finished  reading  one  of  his 
wonderful  letters  in  the  Keystone,  and  was  enjoying  in 
anticipation  the  conversation  I  would  have  with  him 
concerning  the  Masonic  ear-marks  he  might  have  dis¬ 
covered  on  those  pages  of  stone,  containing  the  history 
of  some  of  the  doings  of  the  race  in  the  long  ago,  when, 


20 


taking  up  a  daily  paper,  I  read  therein  the  sad  tidings 
of  his  death  in  Egypt.  My  heart  for  the  moment 
seemed  to  stand  still,  and  the  ache  of  its  lonesomeness 
is  upon  me  to-night.  In  thought  I  have  stood  by  his 
grave,  mourning  the  absence  of  the  hand-clasp  I  would 
never  feel  again  ;  the  sweet,  gentle  voice  I  would  never 
hear  again ;  the  benignant  smile  I  would  never  see 
again  ;  the  magic  of  the  presence  I  would  never  realize 
again.  But  these  thoughts  were  dispelled  by  the  view 
of  the  “  Sprig  of  Acacia,”  never  more  dear  to  us,  to 
me,  than  now.  It  wasn’t  Clifford  P.  MacCalla 
which  died  over  there  in  Egypt ;  the  house  he  lived  in 
for  some  fifty  years  crumbled,  but  he  lives,  and  will 
continue  to  live  forever.  That  house,  that  body  so  dear 
to  us  because  he  lived  in  it,  will  soon  be  laid  by  loving 
hands  in  its  last  resting-place,  but  we  shall  see  him 
again.  Yonder,  where  death  is  not;  yonder,  where  the 
light  is  eternal ;  yonder,  in  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
Universe ;  yonder,  in  the  presence  of  his  Grand  Master, 
of  yours,  of  mine,  we  shall  see  him  again.  See  him 
whom,  while  here,  we  learned  to  love ;  see  him,  the 
Master  Workman,  who,  while  here,  did  so  much  toward 
the  continuance  of  the  erection  of  the  Masonic  Sym¬ 
bolic  Temple.  Oh,  the  blessedness  of  the  immortal 
hope  which  is  ours,  but  which  is  now  fruition  with 
him. 

Bight  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  Brother  Sam¬ 
uel  C.  Perkins  said : 
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Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master  and  Brethren  of 
Grand  Lodge  :  I  had  hoped  that  after  the  very  eloquent, 
appropriate,  and  just  tributes  which  have  already  been 
paid  to  the  memory  of  our  deceased  Past  Grand  Master 
Brother  MacCalla,  I  might  be  permitted  to  remain  a 
silent  mourner,  and  share  in  the  deep  grief  which  has 
touched  all  our  hearts.  But  at  your  request,  Right 
Worshipful  Sir,  I  venture  a  few  words  which  j^ossibly 
may  voice  some  phases  of  the  emotion  which  the  inex¬ 
pressibly  sad  and  peculiar  features  of  this  bereavement 
have  excited  in  our  Masonic  hearts. 

It  is  now  nearly  twenty  years  since  the  gavel  of  the 
Grand  Master  of  this  Grand  Lodge  was  delivered  to 
my  immediate  successor.  The  magnitude  of  the  inter¬ 
ests  involved  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of 
Grand  Lodge  has  increased  with  every  year.  I  have 
watched,  with  an  eye  jealous  for  the  maintenance  of  her 
dignity  and  honor  and  position  among  her  sister  Grand 
Lodges,  the  official  bearing  of  each  successive  Grand 
Master.  Each  and  every  one  has  borne  himself  as  be¬ 
came  the  dignity  and  honor  of  his  high  office,  and  with 
an  eye  single  to  the  welfare  of  the  Craft  in  general  and 
of  this  jurisdiction  in  particular. 

It  is  with  marked  pleasure  that  I  recall  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  Brother  MacCalla.  Dignified,  firm,  intel¬ 
ligent,  a  diligent  student,  with  a  deep  and  innate  love 
for  the  Craft,  he  had  the  confidence,  affection,  and 
esteem  of  his  Brethren  in  this  jurisdiction,  and  the  re¬ 
spect  and  honorable  regard  of  the  Fraternity  wherever 
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his  name  was  known.  He  was  a  proficient  in  the  active 
work  of  the  Craft,  and  learned  in  the  esoteric  mysteries 
and  symbolism  of  its  essence.  He  was  faithful  to  the 
ancient  Landmarks,  usages,  and  customs  of  the  Craft, 
and  attempts  at  innovations  by  the  unlearned,  the  over¬ 
learned,  and  the  unrestful  in  seeking  after  something 
new  for  the  sake  of  novelty  met  with  no  tolerance  from 
him.  During  his  two  terms  of  office  as  Grand  Master, 
some  remarkable  and  bold  instances  of  such  attempts 
required  prompt,  firm,  judicious,  and  skilful  repression. 
Brother  MacCalla  was  fully  equal  to  the  occasion. 
The  dignity  of  Grand  Lodge,  the  peace  and  harmony 
of  the  Craft,  the  ancient  Landmarks,  the  welfare  of  the 
Fraternity  were  conserved  and  maintained,  and  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania  passed  through  the  crisis, 
under  his  guiding  hand,  with  her  fair  escutcheon  not 
only  unsullied,  but  still  fairer  and  brighter. 

He  was  courteous  and  affable  in  his  demeanor  and 
intercourse  with  his  Brethren,  and  met  with  distin¬ 
guished  honor  and  cordial  greetings  wherever  in  his 
travels  he  was  brought  in  contact  with  the  Craft  of  other 
jurisdictions,  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  in 
foreign  lands. 

In  council  with  his  fellow  Grand  Officers  and  with 
the  Past  Grand  Masters  upon  the  occasions  when  mat¬ 
ters  of  grave  import  to  the  interests  of  Grand  Lodge 
and  the  welfare  of  the  Craft  seemed  to  require  more 
special  consideration,  he  was  modest,  discreet,  and  wise. 
With  an  intelligent  and  comprehensive  grasp  of  the 
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situation,  his  judgment  was  of  the  greatest  weight ;  but 
he  was  ever  open  to  reason  and  argument,  and  ready  to 
concede  to  and  acknowledge  the  force  of  opinions  which 
might  be  at  variance  from  his  own. 

In  the  large  financial  interests  of  Grand  Lodge  he 
was  quick  to  discern,  wise  in  consideration,  and  prompt 
and  judicious  in  giving  effect  to  the  conclusions  reached. 

He  has  left  us ;  never  more  shall  we  be  cheered  by 
the  sight  of  his  commanding  though  slight  form,  the 
smile  of  his  greeting,  the  bright  glance  of  his  eye,  the 
animation  of  his  countenance  when  speaking  upon  any 
of  the  themes  of  Masonic  interest  which  engaged  his 
attention ;  we  shall  miss  the  cordiality  and  sincerity  of 
his  manner  and  of  his  fraternal  grasp ;  his  loss  will  be 
felt  in  our  councils.  But  his  example  and  his  precious 
memory  remain  to  us.  His  death  should  admonish  us 
each  and  all  to  be  true  and  faithful,  and  warmly  and  in¬ 
flexibly  loyal  to  the  principles  and  interests  of  the  Craft ; 
to  be  jealous  of  its  honor  and  exemplars  of  its  pre¬ 
cepts  and  of  the  teachings  of  its  symbolism.  Let  us 
ever  cherish  and  honor  his  memory  and  emulate  his 
virtues. 

On  motion  of  Bight  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master 
Brother  Coxrad  B.  Day,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  Grand  Lodge  Hall  and  jewels  be  draped  in 
mourning  for  six  months. 
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The  following  letter  was  read  : 

Cairo,  April  25,  1892. 

Dear  Sir  and  Brother, — 

Yesterday  (Sunday)  morning,  I  received  your  telegram  re 
Brother  MacCalla’s  illness,  of  which  I  was  informed  on  the 
evening  of  the  23d  instant,  through  Mr.  Broadbent,  American 
consul  at  Port  Said.  On  the  receipt  of  jmur  telegram  I  wired 
to  Mr.  Broadbent  for  details,  and  he  answered  in  the  following 
words  :  “  Malarial  fever,  hyperpyrexia,  congestion  of  both  lungs 
— dying — -just  going  to  see  him,  will  wire  later.”  An  hour  or  two 
afterwards,  Mr.  Broadbent  wired  to  me  that  Brother  MacCalla 
died  at  noon  and  would  be  buried  the  next  day  in  the  morning. 
I  wired  immediately  to  the  Freemasons  at  Port  Said  to  attend 
the  funeral,  which  they  did  in  full  dress. 

I  had  corresponded  with  Brother  MacCalla  for  some  time 
past,  but  we  had  only  seen  each  other  for  three  days.  I  became 
so  attached  to  him  that  I  looked  forward  impatiently  for  his 
return  in  next  December,  which  he  promised  me  to  do.  His 
unexpected  death  was  a  blow  to  the  Freemasons  of  Egypt,  who 
entertained  the  hope  of  making  the  acquaintance  of  their  Ameri¬ 
can  brothers  through  him. 

During  his  short  stay  in  Cairo  he  attended  a  Masonic  meet¬ 
ing,  which  the  members  who  assisted  in  it  will  remember  all  their 
lives.  The  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  Egyptian  Lodges 
called  on  him  and  discussed  together  the  question  of  establishing 
friendly  communications  between  the  Egyptian  and  American 
Lodges,  and  Brother  MacCalla  promised  every  aid  and  assist¬ 
ance.  I  hope  that  this  seed  which  was  sown  then  will  grow  up 
soon. 

I  and  several  of  the  brothers  here  would  have  attended  the 
funeral,  but  the  time  did  not  permit,  for  it  takes  the  traveller 
six  hours  by  rail  and  another  five  hours  by  boat  in  the  Suez 
Canal,  and  the  train  leaves  Cairo  early  in  the  morning. 


On  Sunday  evening  we  had  a  meeting  of  the  Lataif  Lodge, 
and  the  usual  ceremonies  in  honor  of  the  dead  were  gone 
through  with  much  solemnity.  The  Grand  Master  of  Egyptian 
Lodges  assisted  also,  and  several  addresses  were  pronounced  on 
the  occasion.  I  am  requested  to  express  to  you  and  to  the 
Freemasons  of  Pennsylvania  the  deep  sympathy  of  your  Brothers 
here  who  shared  this  great  loss  with  you.  Brother  MacCalla’s 
life  and  labor  serve  as  a  guide  and  example  to  the  surviving 
Brothers,  and  may  God  spare  the  bright  lights  of  Freemasonry 
to  shed  forth  the  rays  of  equality,  fraternity,  and  liberty  to  the 
world  around  them. 

Yours  fraternally, 

(Signed)  Shaheex  Makarius, 

Chairman  Lataif  Lodge. 

To  J.  Simpsox  Africa,  Esq.,  [seal.] 

Right  Worshipful  Grand  Master. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Louis  Wagnek,  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  these  proceedings  be  published  in  pamphlet 
form. 
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